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Hesitatingly, my'father retorted: " Throughout the jungle
there is no such taboo, Tokoma. Why should the Great
Ape deny us what he freely grants to the beasts ? "

" The ways of the Great Ape are inscrutable! "

"When did the Thousand Tailed One impose his
taboo ?"

" In the beginning of the world, he drove man from the
Blessed Grove of Coco-nuts, uprooted his tail and withdrew
from his body the prop of the sacred rib "

My father made no reply, but his nostrils trembled.

" The Great Ape will scourge you with his Thousand Tails,
Mokuharu, if you disobey him "

He stopped and, frowning, shouted at me: " Go away!
The sacred knife has not yet placed upon you the seal of
manhood. It is not lawful for you to listen! "

I left, but, unlike my mother, proudly, my fists
clenched.

A group of boys, their bare bodies glistening in the sun,
leaped from stone to stone and swung from branch to
branch like young monkeys. They urged me to play with
them.

I rushed toward them, grasped them by the waists and
hurled them over my shoulder. They dashed away, hurling
invectives at me. When they were at a safe distance, they
threw coco-nuts, which broke against trees or on the ground,
making small white pools, over which bees buzzed in
masses.

My head reverberated with many things. My own strength,
the bloody baptism which awaited me, the sacred necklace,
the Great Taboo, the forbidden words lawful for men only
to hear, I could still feel the priest's fingers searching my
body. His slimy smell filled my nostrils. His insolent voice
beat against my ears.

I walked quickly, breaking through bushes, jumping
over rocks, lifting myself from tree-top to tree-top. Gradually,